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Welcome Lent 

“What does the Lord require of you? To do justice, to love kind-
ness, and to walk humbly with your God.” – Micah 6:8  
 

‘Tis the Season 

The season of Lent is a spiritual journey, an opportunity to 

reflect on our lives and our habits in light of our Christian 

faith.  It is a time to draw closer to our God as He draws 

closer to the cross.  May this Lenten calendar help you and 

your family to do just that by exploring more deeply ACP’s 

theme verse for the year, Micah 6:8.  

 
Every Day 

Each day of the calendar features a verse, a devotional 

(contributed by various members of our congregation and 

our pastoral staff), a conversation starter, and a prayer.  We 

hope these spiritual tools help you move ahead daily in 

your spiritual journey.   

 
On the Sabbath 

On Sabbath days, we encourage you to take at least ten 

minutes out of your busy day to enjoy true Sabbath rest, a 

time to be centered and still in the presence of God.   

 Enjoy your Sunday image; may it even guide your 

meditations.  If you have young children, ten minutes of to-

tal silence and stillness might be a stretch.  Invite the kids to 

join you as they can, or provide quiet and God-centered 

activity nearby.  (The child in us still loves drawing prayers to 

God.) 

 

 

 

 

 



Feb 19 Thursday 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and 
first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.” – Matthew 22:37-40  
 

Devotional:  

“What does the Lord require of you?”  If we were to go through the bible, verse 

by verse, law by law, then the answer would be: a whole lot!  And a lot of it is 

complicated, and some of it doesn’t seem like it has much to do with the way 

that we live today.  But we love God, and we want to honor and obey 

Him.  What do we do? 

Well, we can’t ignore the laws entirely and pretend they don’t exist; after all, 

Jesus said that He came not to abolish the laws, but to complete them 

(Matthew 5:17).  But we can look at them with new eyes, a fresh perspective 

provided by Jesus: Love God, love your neighbor.  Like a room full of messy 

clothes being hung up on two perfectly appointed little pegs, we can hang up 

all of the laws on love of God, and love of neighbor. 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

List some of the rules in your 

house.  Now discuss some of 

the bigger principles that they 

embody (for example, we 

don’t hit or call each other 

names because we want 

everyone in this family to feel 

loved and respected).  

Prayer:  

Thank you, God, for sending 

your Son, Jesus, to share your 

wisdom with us.  And thank 

you for showing us what it 

means to be loved.  Amen.  



“What does the Lord require of you?... 

 Feb 19Bonus   
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and 
first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.” – Matthew 22:37-40  
 

Devotional:  

For some time I disregarded the grammar in the Bible.  Does a preposition or an adverb 

really make an impact?  And yet imagine how different our salvation would be with a few 

switches in pronouns and adjectives.  

 

“Love the Lord, someone else's God, with part of your heart, a bit if your mind, and some 

of your spirit.” Hummmm  And it might continue: “Love your loved one as yourself...and 

the family upstairs that makes sooooo much noise, well that’s another story.” 

 

God's command to love Him only, with every nook and cranny of our passion, intellect, 

and soul is for our good.  What does it feel like to be wishy-washy, not knowing in which 

direction to turn?  Uncomfortable. Unstable. And ineffective. God invites you and  to a life 

with focus and purpose, His limits provide the freedom we require to flourish. 

 

I love GK Chesterton’s quote, “The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our 

enemies; probably because generally they are the same people.”  God’s key commands 

apply to daily life, to release our everyday relationships from strain.  Did you know that the 

neighbor you find so weird might think the same of you?! 

 

Freedom through submission.  Who would have thought?  God...of course! 

Conversation Starter:  

Where are you loving God 

with only part of your heart, 

some of your mind, or a seg-

ment of your soul?  What will 

you do about it? 

To whom will you share God’s 

love, even if you don’t like that 

person? 

 

Prayer:  

Lord, Your purposes are for 

Your glory.  Yes, You alone are 

worthy.  Your purposes are al-

so for my good.  May I fully 

trust in You and respond in 

love:  zeal for You and deep 

appreciation of my neighbor.  

Whoever and however they 

may be.  Amen. 



Feb 20 Friday 

“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For every-
one who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” – Matthew 7:7
-8  
 

Devotional:  What does the Lord require of you? To ask, to search, to knock. 

Right, you might be saying. It's not that easy. I know because I did ask. 

I asked but I didn't get a new bike. I asked but my friend left anyway. 

I asked but my loved one still died. I asked and I still didn't get that job. 

 

Could it be that we are asking the wrong questions or not listening to the answers?! 

 

Ask and it will be given to you. Our Father wants to bless us, and in the best ways possible. 

Say your child asked for a box of cookies to eat at bedtime. Saying yes might please your 

child...until that tummy ache set in.  Saying yes would not be the best for him/her. A good 

parent would not indulge that request, despite the temporary happiness it would bring. 

 

In the same way, God will say no to a request, even if you think it'll make you happy, if He 

sees it's not what's best for you. God sees what we cannot see. When you do not under-

stand His answer, He asks you to step out in faith and accept it anyway. 

 

How do we know what to ask? How do we know when He answers? Pray. Ask first to be in 

God’s will. When you ask with a heart toward God, wanting to be in His will, not your own, 

that is when you are sure to receive. 

 

Will you take on the ask, seek, and knock Lenten challenge? Every day this season, before 

the busyness of the day—the craziness of breakfasts and tests, emails and work—before 

you start your day, stop and ask. Ask to be in the Lord's will. If you have children, pray with 

them too. Put each and every member of your family flat out in the will of God, and then 

when you ask, even when the answer is no, you will see that you have, indeed, received. 

Conversation Starter:  

When was the last time God 

“opened the door” for you?  

Was it by giving you something 

you had prayed for, or was it a 

time that you simply felt that 

God had listened to your pray-

ers? 

Prayer:  

God, thank you for always lis-

tening to me.  I will try my best 

to always come to you in 

prayer, even if sometimes you 

say “no” to something I have 

asked for.  I love you, and I 

trust you.  Amen. 



God knows US and ask us stuff? 

 Saturday Feb 21 
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news!”– Mark 1:15 
 

Devotional:  

Picture a person standing on one leg.  After a while they will look like a flamingo:  pink in 

the face and standing weird.  God did not make us for indecision.  At some moment, 

either the foot goes down forwards or backwards. 

 

You and I have a decision to make.  Do we walk into the kingdom of God or away from 

the open, inviting door?  Entering God’s presence requires two things: 

 To repent 

 To believe the good news 

 

Entrance with Jesus is that simple.  Nothing more.  Nothing less either.   

 

To repent means to turn around and go in another direction.  Stop.  Turn.  Walk towards 

Truth. 

 

To believe the good news means to accept God’s invitation which reads like, “Hello dar-

ling.  We were separated, you and Me.  Ouch.  Jesus became the only bridge to unite 

that gap.  He is the way for you to come be with me.  The bridge is open from now until 

The Time I Choose.  Won’t you choose now? :-)” 

 

Conversation Starter:  

Have YOU accepted the invi-

tation?  If you have not made 

the choice, what are you wait-

ing for...and why? 

Prayer:  

Lord, out of love You call us to 

repent, to walk out of darkness 

into Your wonderful light. 

Out of love You give us a 

choice:  we can say, “Have it 

Your way,” as we believe and 

follow Jesus, our bridge to you.  

OR You, God, say: “Have it 

your way,” and a chasm 

seperates us from God.   

Lord, help me choose Your 

Way...Today!  Amen. 



Feb 22 Sunday 



 Monday Feb 23 
”Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for 
people.’ At once they left their nets and followed him.”  
– Matthew 4:19-20, Mark 1:15 
 

Devotional:  

 
I remember going fishing as a little girl at our Girl Scout camp, Camp Kenjockety.  It was 

the day of camp I always looked forward to the least.  For the life of me, I could not see 

the appeal of picking up a slimy, little meal worm, stabbing the poor, disgusting creature 

onto a hook, and then using it to lure an unsuspecting fish into eating said meal worm so 

that I could pull it out of the pond, admire the fish for a few moments, attempt to get the 

hook out of its mouth, and then throw it back into the pond with a big ol’ hook hole in its 

face for its trouble.  Then, of course, there was also the very real possibility that I would 

end up with a fishing hook in my hand (it happened to some unfortunate Girl Scout each 

year).  Really, I would have preferred to be making lanyards. 

 

As you can probably tell from that lovely anecdote, there’s not a lot that’s appealing to 

me about fishing.  But the idea of fishing for people- of going out into the world and shar-

ing my faith- is even more intimidating, even if there isn’t a risk of getting a hook caught in 

my hand.  People might disagree; the Bible, and history, is full of examples of people be-

ing treated poorly because they shared their faith with others.  But the important thing to 

remember is that Jesus isn’t sending us out alone: he goes ahead of us!  Sometimes being 

a believer in Jesus Christ means we have to do some hard or scary things, but we are 

never asked to do them alone; Jesus is always leading the way.  It’s up to us to follow. 

 

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

Who are some other people 

(teachers, parents, friends, ce-

lebrities) that we are told we 

should follow?  What is differ-

ent about following Jesus from 

following these other people? 

Prayer:  

Dear God, thank you for send-

ing your Son Jesus to lead me 

through my life.  Please give 

me the courage to follow His 

commandments and His ex-

ample.  Amen. 



Feb 24 Tuesday 

“There he (Jesus) was transfigured before them. His face shone 
like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light... and a 
voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”– Matthew 17:2, 5 
 

Devotional:   

How do we listen to God? Does He pick up the phone and just call us?  Do we receive an 

SMS? 

 

His Word:  Almost. We read His letters!  In our day, God speaks His will to you and me 

through His Word.  2 Timothy says that holy Scripture is God breathed, God's thoughts 

communicated to man for writing down.  Our God is smart and does not change.  His 

messages are consistent throughout His Word.  When God gives us a new command to 

love, we read of it in Matthew and John in Paul's letters and they are consistent with 

prophecies from the Old Testament. 

 

His Spirit:  We also listen to God through the stirring of the Holy Spirit in us. Jesus promises us 

peace which you and I can enjoy when the Holy Spirit confirms a decision. 

 

His Servants:  We also here through wise folk in the Lord, God servants who have been 

listening for a while and who's ears are trained in understanding of God's ways. Have you 

ever tried to listen to somebody with a very heavy accent?  It just takes a while to be able 

to understand how they speak so that you can understand the words that they speak. It's 

the same way with God; the more we listen the better we here. 

 

His Timing:  God—the I am who is, who was, and is to come—desires to commune with 

you and me.  Our consistent, unchanging God will make His message clear to us.  When 

God really wants to make sure we hear him he will speak the same message through his 

word through his servants and through the Holy Spirit and our circumstances.   

 

Conversation Starter:  

How often do you sit and listen 

to God?  How long do these 

"conversations" last?   In which 

of these is God inviting you to 

spend time with Him:  Bible 

study, prayer, or purposefully 

God-centered fellowship? 

Prayer:  

Lord, I confess. Sometimes 

God I tell you what I want to 

hear. Forgive me. Teach me 

instead to be slow to speak 

and quick to listen.  Help me 

to trust in You. Amen.  



What does the Lord ask of each and all of us? 

 Wednesday Feb 25 
“While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood 
among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
– Luke 24:36 
 

Devotional:  

At the last supper, gathered around the table with His disciples before His crucifixion, 

Christ reassured them with these words:  “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; 

not as the world gives do I give to you.” 

 

And now, on the day of His resurrection, Jesus stands in the midst of the eleven and others 

and now greets them saying:  “Peace be unto you.”  When Christ utters these words, they 

go beyond the ordinary Jewish greeting of the time.  Perhaps He is hoping that they will 

recognize Him through this greeting remembering His words just a few days before. 

 

 “Peace be unto you” challenged these disciples as it challenges us in the 21st century to 

recognize Christ as the resurrected Savior and to recognize that He is Himself Peace.  

 

“Peace be unto you” also reassured His disciples then and continues to reassure us now 

that the resurrected Christ brings Peace to troubled hearts, to troubled minds and to a 

troubled world. 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

During this Lenten season, may 

we reflect on:  how can we ac-

cept this extra-ordinary Peace 

that Christ offers through grace 

and how can we be witnesses 

of this peace to a society crip-

pled by the fear of terrorism, to 

families who struggle with di-

vorce and separation, or to indi-

viduals who are burdened with 

anxiety and stress? 

Prayer:  

Lord, open our hearts and our 

minds so that we are able to 

accept your promise that your 

Peace will, indeed, be with us.  

Amen.  



Feb 26 Thursday 

“This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one.’ –Matthew 6:9-13  
 

Devotional:   

All right folks, pop quiz time: what is the difference between a hallowed and an un-

hallowed name?  That phrase, “hallowed be thy name,” was just one mystery of the 

Lord’s Prayer that plagued me growing up.  Another was how the heck I, well before I was 

old enough to hold a job and earn any money, could owe anyone any debts, let alone 

forgive someone for owing money to me.   

 

Because we recited the Lord’s Prayer in church every Sunday, I had memorized the words 

long before I really understood them.  And even though I can appreciate this prayer bet-

ter now that that I know what I’m asking God for when I pray it, it was sacred to me long 

before the words made any sense.  It was sacred because, when I said those words along 

with every other member of my church family, I really felt like I was fully a part of the Body 

of Christ.  Different people might be praying certain parts of the prayer harder than other 

parts on any given Sunday: one person might be really worried about their “daily bread,” 

about making sure they have life’s basic necessities, while others might be coming before 

God asking Him to “forgive their debts.” And we, as a church family, had the privilege of 

adding our voices to theirs.  Saying those words out loud together with people who were 

so different from each other, but who loved each other anyway, was one of my first small 

glimpses of what it could mean to be united in Christ.   

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

Discuss as a family what each 

part of the Lord’s Prayer 

means to you.  Take the time 

to explain vocabulary that 

may not make sense to young 

children, and maybe even 

come up with your own 

Prayer:  

Pray the Lord’s Prayer, out 

loud, together. Amen. 



Me?! God asks of me?! 

Friday Feb 27 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 
– John 13:34-35 
 

Devotional:  
 

The word Maundy in Maundy Thursday comes from the Latin word "mandatum" , which 

means commandment. Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment on the evening of 

the Last Supper which was based on the " new covenant" in his blood (Luke 22:20).    This 

commandment was directed specifically to his disciples in their life together in what 

would later become the church.   Other commandments in Scripture include the Ten 

Commandments and the commandments to love neighbour and even  enemies. 

 

The love of believers for one another mirrors the self-giving love  that Jesus shares with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit. Such love is a gift in that it takes the grace of God to practice it. 

Let us pray that the world will recognize Christ in us (Christian means "little Christ") as we 

love one another.  

 

Conversation Starter:  

How can people notice that I 

am Christian?  Do they even?  

If so, Is it by my “right doc-

trine” (knowing best) or by my 

love of fellow followers of 

Christ? 

Prayer:  

Lord, May the world recog-

nize You, Christ, in us as we 

love one another. Amen. 

 



Feb 28 Saturday 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, 
but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  
–Matthew 5:14-16  
 

Devotional:   

There is a reason that the dark can be frightening: in the dark, we don’t know what is 

happening.  We could be facing something bad or scary that could hurt us.  Or, we could 

be facing something wonderful, but because it is so dark we don’t know that something 

great is right in front of us, and we miss it!  We feel better and safer when we know what is 

going on. 

 

When Jesus came to earth, he told everyone, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever fol-

lows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).  Whew, what 

a relief, no more scary darkness! 

 

But wait a minute: if Jesus is the light of the world, how can we be the light of the world, 

too?  If you have any candles in the house, you might want to try a little experiment.  

Have a grown-up light a candle.  Then, using the flame from the first candle, light another.  

Look at the flame of the first candle.  Is it less bright than it was before?  No, it’s not.  It’s 

the same with us: Jesus is like that first flame, the first to pierce the darkness.  We are like 

the second candle; our flame burns brightly because Jesus has given us His light to carry 

with us.   

 

The darkness can be scary.  But now that we have the Light of Christ, we must do as He 

asks and share it with the whole world so that no one will live afraid and alone in the dark. 

 

Conversation Starter:  

How can we “shine our light,” 

the light that Jesus has given 

us, before others? (You may 

want to review lessons from 

the previous devotionals to 

help you come up with an an-

swer). 

Prayer:  

Lord, let your light shine in me 

and through me, that all may 

see it and know that you are 

in this world with us, the world 

that you have created. Amen. 



March 1 Sunday 

...To do justice... 



March 2 Monday 

“Learn to do good; 
seek justice, 
    rescue the oppressed, 
defend the orphan, 
    plead for the widow.” – Isaiah 1:17 
 

Devotional:   

Could I just care for people like me?  Why care for the widows and orphans? 

 

Because God has done it for you and me. 

 

Isaiah 1:16-18 demonstrates God’s call for us:  turn away from wrong-doing to doing good 

and accept God’s gift of cleansing that cannot be earned. 

 

We love because God first loved us.  We care for the needy because we were hopeless 

and helpless and God All (not a little) Mighty came to us and gave us life. 

 

God calls us to make a plan.  To learn, to take up a cause, and to defend all point to a 

time-consuming process, not an occasional happenstance. 

 
God calls us to care.  Widows and orphans abound in our day.   In our neighborhoods, 

single parent might no longer fit into our social circle, disrespectful (a.k.a. discouraged) 

kids disrupt our children’s classes, support staff at work get taken for granted and almost 

seem invisible....  Loving ears hear of sickness, natural disaster, and poverty in lands near 

and far.  

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

What is your plan to care be-

cause God cares? 

Prayer:  

Loving God, you have called 

us to love those who are most 

vulnerable in this world.  Give 

us the courage and compas-

sion to not turn a blind eye to 

those who need our help, but 

to instead love others as you 

love us.  In Jesus’ name we 

pray, Amen. 



Justice...like being fair. 

 Tuesday  March 3 
“And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him 
day and night? Will he delay long in helping them?”  
– Luke 18:7 
 

Devotional:  

How comforting to have a God to whom we can ask questions! 

He's big enough to handle our doubts.  Phew.  and the question in these verses is God do 

you have the power and God do you have the desire yes God can and yes God cares. 

God's timing is not always our timing. In the scope of eternity our life on earth is just a mo-

ment.  But when we are in pain that fragment of time feels like an eternity. 

God's righteous justice will be done.  Period.  God can and God cares.  That's His job.  Our 

job is to pray...and to keep on praying. 

And one amazing effect of prayer is that our eyes are open to see God at work. 

Conversation Starter:  

For what are you praying right 

now?  Will you set aside a time 

to pray in the morning and at 

night for God’s perspective?  

Once as you are about to 

launch into the day.  Again as 

you close it.  

Prayer:  

Dear Father, open my eyes 

that I may see how you are 

already at work bringing 

about justice in this 

world.  Show me how you 

care. Help me trust that you 

can. I love you God. Amen. 



March 4 Wed 

“Away with the noise of your songs! 
    I will not listen to the music of your harps. 
But let justice roll on like a river, 
    righteousness like a never-failing stream!” –Amos 5: 23-24  
 

Devotional:   

Do you ever feel like you are caught “going through the motions” in life? Think about your 

Sunday church routine or your nightly prayer time.  Do you feel like you are focused on 

the worship of God, or do you sometimes just go through the motions so that you can 

then get back to your “real life”? Is it enough to go through the motions with your “church 

life” and not live your life in a way that honors God in your “real life”? 

 

I know that sometimes when I am in church or when I bow my head to pray, my mind 

wanders to what I will do later that day, where I will go with my friends or what my favorite 

football team did in the last game.  Even worse, sometimes I find myself putting my life in 

two categories: “church life” and “real life”.   

 

In this passage from the Book of Amos, God becomes angry at His people for letting wor-

ship become an act of “going through the motions”.  God refuses to accept the “act of 

worship” when it is not accompanied by true acts of justice, devotion and righteousness.  

 

You see, God loves and craves the true worship and true devotion of His followers, but He 

despises it when we act like we worship Him on the outside, but do not change our hearts 

to love Him, on the inside.  To God, loving one another and acting justly to our brothers 

and sisters is far sweeter than any idle song or musical offering.  

 

Conversation Starter:  

How can we Worship God with 

our hearts and not just with our 

voices today? 

 

Prayer:  

Heavenly Father, we know 

how much it pleases You to 

hear songs of worship from our 

mouths...which are worthless 

without a true heart of wor-

ship.  We pray that our true 

act of worship is the way we 

love one another.  And we 

pray that we never become 

satisfied with worshipping You 

in voice, only.  Amen. 



God gets to call the shots. 

 Thursday  March 5 
“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath 
of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay,’ says 
the Lord.” – Romans 12:19 
 

Devotional:  

One of the most successful movies released in the last five years was The Avengers.  There 

are surely a lot of reasons for that, but part of the reason for its popularity has to be the 

appeal of a group of superheroes getting back at the big, bad guys by using their awe-

some superpowers, cool weapons, and sweet martial arts skills.  It feels really good to see 

the “good guys” win, and the “bad guys” get pummeled.  

 

Let’s be honest: who hasn’t wanted to be able to go full-Hulk on someone who has been 

mean to us, whether it’s a kid picking on us (or one of our children), or a rude driver in the 

next lane?  Wouldn’t it feel great to get back at someone so that they know to never, 

ever mess with us again?   

 

It might feel good for a little while.  That bully might stop picking on us, that driver might 

remember to use their turn signal from now on.  We might even try to tell ourselves that 

“justice” has been done.  But there will always be another bully, another rude driver.  And 

vengeance- that kind of “getting back” at someone- might feel good for a minute, but it 

won’t feel good in the long run.  Because the reason that we want to “get back” at 

someone who has treated us badly is that it makes us feel powerful again after we’ve 

been made to feel worthless.  The root of that problem, though, is that we believe that 

someone else has the ability to take away our power and our worth.  In those moments 

when we want to Hulk out, what we need to remember is that we are Children of God, 

and no one, no matter what they say or do, can do anything to change that or make us 

any less loved and special. 
that gap.  He is the way for you to come be with me.  The bridge is open from now until 

The Time I Choose.  Won’t you choose now? :-)” 

 

Conversation Starter:  

What is the difference be-

tween doing justice and doing 

vengeance?  

Prayer:  

Father God, it can be hard not 

to respond negatively when 

our feelings have been hurt, so 

please help me to strengthen 

my own sense of self-worth by 

remembering that I am be-

loved by you, the mightiest 

force in the universe.  Amen. 



March 6 Friday 

“The evil do not understand justice, 
    but those who seek the Lord understand it com-
pletely.”  –Proverbs 28:5 
 

Devotional:   

According to this passage, those who seek the Lord are supposed to understand justice 

completely.  That is a tall order!  What does it mean to understand justice?  Immediately, 

the image of lady justice comes to mind.  

 

In this hallmark image, a blindfolded woman holds the scales of justice, sometimes depict-

ed with a sword.  Lady justice is blindfolded to represent the importance of “blind justice,” 

or not allowing bias or personal opinion to influence what is right.  Don’t we also have a 

similar term in Christian culture?  Blind faith! 

 

While understanding justice completely may seem to mean something different for us 

today, something like a legal expert for God’s system, I think it probably looks like blind 

faith.  In seeking God, we weigh what is right and wrong on the scales of justice.  But we 

are not left alone to determine what is just.  Instead, we wear the blindfold and allow God 

to guide. 

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

1) Do you think blind faith is like 

blind justice?  2) Is blind faith 

helpful in allowing for God to 

guide us?  3) Do you weigh op-

tions to understand what God 

may think is just? 

Prayer:  

Lord, set aright the path of 

those who do not understand 

your justice.  Help them to find 

you and to step away from 

that which deters them from 

your righteousness.  Bless those 

who do know your justice, and 

continue to nurture their faith 

that they may trust in you 

even when they are unsure of 

themselves.  Help us to be 

those people, God, that we 

may live out your justice com-

pletely. Amen. 



Justice—noun. Getting what you deserve. 

 Saturday  March 7 
“Praise the Lord. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    his love endures forever. 
Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord 
    or fully declare his praise? 
Blessed are those who act justly, 
    who always do what is right.” –Psalm 106:1-3  
 

Devotional:  

“Blessed are those who always do what is right…” I don’t know about you, but that makes 

me a little bit shy of “blessed,” according to this psalmist.  To be honest, when I reflect on 

justice, the thought that keeps returning is how often I don’t act justly.  I’m not always 

quick to forgive.  I don’t always stop to help those that might need it.  I put myself first way 

too often, and that is not a good recipe for justice-making. 

 

But I will praise the Lord.  I will praise Him, knowing that there, too, I will always fall short, for 

“who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord, or fully declare His praise?” Surely not me, 

the selfish justice-shirker.  But gosh darnit, I’m going to try, anyway.  Just like I’m going to 

continue to try to act more justly, to live up to a God who is at once All Powerful and All 

Loving that He could even love someone as imperfect as me. 

 

Conversation Starter:  

What keeps you from acting 

justly?  What can you do to 

move past these obstacles?  

Prayer:  

What keeps you from acting 

justly?  What can you do to 

move past these obstacles? 

Amen. 



March 8 Sunday 

...To love kindness... 



 Monday   March 9 
“But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the 
Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.”  
– Luke 6:35  
 

Devotional:  

It can be abstract, (ambiguous even!) to understand what it means to love one’s 

enemies and to do good, expecting nothing in return.  

 

During Lent, as we journey toward the cross, we consider the ways that we can 

concretely live out the calling to become more Christ-like in our sacrificial love toward 

others. What does this mean for daily life? As God’s people, when we follow Jesus we are 

blessed in order to become a blessing to others. Luke’s text reminds me of one of my 

favorite ways to leave church and be blessed into the world: 

 

Go forth into the world in peace; 

be of good courage; 

hold fast that which is good; 

render to no one evil for evil; 

strengthen the fainthearted; 

support the weak; 

help the afflicted; 

honor everyone; 

love and serve the Lord.  

 

If day by day we seek to live out this benediction, we have understood Jesus’ words to us 

in Luke, we will most certainly bless others, and we will become more like Christ himself. 

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

Which of the challenges in this 

benediction will you apply this 

week, even today? 

Prayer:  

Father, Give me the desire to 

bless others without expecting 

anything in return.  Thank you 

that Jesus did this for me.  

Amen. 



March 10 Tuesday 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”  
– Hebrews 13:2  
 
Devotional:   

One of my very favorite things about this church is that so many of us have been the 

“stranger” and the “foreigner.” Many ACP-ers have left behind family, friends, favorite 

restaurants and safety nets in places far away.  

 

I remember the feeling of being new in Paris: no job, no place to live, no friends.  It could 

have been a very sad and lonely time.  But instead, it was a time of joyous discovery as I 

felt myself wrapped in the loving arms of this community. 

 

Hospitality is a hallmark of our church family because so many of us understand that fee-

ling of being thrown into a different world, and feel obligated in turn to welcome others as 

we were once welcomed.  It is my hope today that we will take that hospitality we so 

readily bestow at church and take it with us out into our daily lives, to other “angels” in 

need. 

Conversation Starter:  

Who in my neighborhood, in 

my school, in my work, in my 

family, or in my church might 

need to feel welcomed or  

included?   

How can I do that?  

Prayer:  

Oh God who loves the re-

fugee, the stranger, and the 

foreigner, please teach us to 

welcome others as Christ has 

welcomed us.  In your Son’s 

holy name, Amen.  



Come to my house!  PLEASE. 

 Wednesday  March 11 
“Do not let kindness and truth leave you; Bind them around 
your neck, Write them on the tablet of your heart.”  
– Proverbs 3:3  
 

 

Devotional:  

I feel sometimes like I am a little king ruling over his kingdom. I realize that even though I 

don’t have “servants”, I am served by technology. I can earn huge amounts of time 

thanks to my dish washer and washing machine, I can go wherever I want and my car will 

never be tired of it, and I can reach the whole world at any time, through my computer. I 

can even have a courtship through social networks and spend my time getting more 

followers. We literally are little kings.  

 

But then God asked me “What do you do with all those blessings? Are you better to other 

people?  Is your heart full of love and kindness to your neighbors?” And the answer was: 

“not always”. I know my natural heart easily forgets to give back the blessings I have re-

ceived, and that I need God’s spirit to bind “love and kindness around my neck and to 

write them on the tablet of my heart”. And as I ask Him, He is always faithful to help me. 

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

Sometimes we need practice 

being kind.  Tonight, take an 

opportunity to practice with 

your family: go around in a cir-

cle, and invite each person to 

say at least one kind thing 

about each member of the 

family.  

Prayer:  

Kind and Loving God, thank 

you for all of the many bless-

ings you have given to me.  

Let kindness become a habit 

for me; strengthen me as I 

practice.  In your Son’s name I 

pray, Amen. 



March 12 Thursday 

“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how 
many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who 
sins against me? Up to seven times?’ Jesus an-
swered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”  
– Matthew 18:21-22  
 
Devotional:   

Forgiveness seemed like a great idea until I was hurt deeply by a fellow follower of Christ. I 

wanted to be right, not loving.  Jesus' example following this teaching on forgiveness led 

to the healing. 

 

It was Jesus' friend Judas who betrayed him.  This disciple had suffered alongside Jesus in 

faith.  They lived in uncomfortable conditions together, had both accepted an uncom-

fortable lifestyle, withstood side by side the mockery of reputable folk, and both made 

sacrifices in the present believing in future promise.  At the Last Supper, when Jesus an-

nounced that one of the twelve would betray Him, not one person (much less eleven!) 

pointed to Judas exclaiming, "I KNEW it was you all along!"  He had been acting as if he 

were loyal. 

 

And when Judas betrayed Jesus, it was with a sign of devotion:  a kiss. Ouch. 

 

And after physical, intellectual, emotional, and spiritual torture, Jesus cries out from the 

cross, "Father, forgive them."  There are no exclusions to this request.  Jesus did not say, 

"Father, forgive everyone except for Judas."  And Jesus forgave before anyone admitted 

to wrong doing. 

 

Jesus, I follow you. 

Conversation Starter:  

Who do you need to forgive 

today? 

Prayer:  

Lord Jesus, Thank you for show-

ing me the way of love.  Thank 

you for forgiving me.  Thank 

you for having enabled other 

people to forgive me.  Help 

me forgive those who have 

hurt me...so that I may keep 

receiving your love. Amen. 



Hello!  Can I help? 

 Friday March 13 
“ Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another 
in showing honor.” – Romans 12:9-10  
 

Devotional:  

In keeping with the theme from the start of Chapter 12, in this verse Paul is asking us to 

take notice of other people in the body of Christ and charges us to be devoted to one 

another as the children of God and brothers and sisters in Christ. This means that we must 

be ready and inclined to love each other no matter what.  

 

There may be brothers and sisters amongst us who we don’t know very well, who we 

don’t easily relate to, but Christ calls us to love each other with brotherly love because we 

are members of one family. And not only are we are asked to love each other as mem-

bers of one body but we should do so by honoring others before ourselves.  

 

Life often causes us to compare ourselves, our talents and our lives with those we see 

around us. What if we used this Lent to practice a new attitude rooted in love? What if, 

rather than falling into the trap of comparing ourselves to others, we try and find the best 

in the other person? Instead of trying to rate our talents in comparison to other people, 

how about deliberately trying to find what the other person’s special gift is and rather 

than striving for superiority, we race to put others first?  

 

Let’s take notice of the gifts of our brothers and sisters and praise and acknowledge them 

in humility and love. By doing this we are honoring our Christian family through love, just as 

Christ calls us to. 

Conversation Starter:  

Notice something great about 

every member of your family.  

Tell them “I appreciate your 

_____”  And if someone affirms 

you, simply respond, “Thank 

you.” 

Prayer:  

Father, You made each per-

son in Your image.  Help us see 

the wonder of You in each 

person, especially those whom 

we might find difficult even to 

like. You are the God who 

loves and who enables us to 

love too.  Amen. 



March 14 Saturday 

“But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which 
he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness to-
ward us in Christ Jesus.” – Ephesians 2:4-7 
 
Devotional:  Remember Pinocchio, the puppet.  He was dead wood.  Beautifully 

crafted yet dead wood nonetheless.  His only movements were those determined by the 

strings on his limbs.  His heart?  Dead wood too.  No matter how lavishly he was loved by 

his maker, Geppetto, the puppet could neither perceive nor accept it. 

 

And beautiful dead wood he would have remained had not supernatural forces given 

him life and enabled him to discover love. 

 

You and I are like Pinocchio, dead in our sin, repeating Satan’s lies.  Jesus’ sacrificial kind-

ness enabled the Holy Spirit to make us alive.  This was not of our doing.  And now we are 

able to accept God’s incomparable riches. 

 

Incomparable?  Yes. 

 

God’s ways and thoughts are inconceivable.  (Isaiah 55:8-9)  His love is unending. (1 

Chronicles 16:34) His security is abundant; we have nothing to fear.  (Isaiah 54:14), He pro-

vides peace beyond understanding. (Philippians 4:6-7)  His presence remains constant in 

all places (Psalm 139:7) for all times.  (Matthew 28:20)  In Christ we have sure security 

(John 17:12) and our joy and unity are complete. (John 15:11, John 17:23)  He is ALL 

Mighty (Genesis 17:1), perfect in justice (Isaiah 9:7) And this is just the beginning. 

 

Maybe we would do well to try and compare God’s gifts of grace with the substitutes for 

which we settle.  It’s as we ponder the richness of God’s gifts that we discover deeper 

and deeper layers of His generosity and kindness towards us. 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

What gift of God will you 

ponder more deeply? 

Prayer:  

Dear Creater & Bringer to Life, 

Open my eyes, that I may see 

glimpses of truth thou hast for me 

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit 

divine! Amen. 



March 15 Sunday 

...To walk humbly... 



March 16 Monday 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves”  
– Philippians 2:3  
 
Devotional:  “So I helped her with this big project and she didn't even say thanks.” 

“Can you believe he's wearing that?!” 

“Oh those tourists are so loud! Why don't they just go home?” 

 

You have surely had similar thoughts...and actions like edging past people in traffic, cut-

ting in line in school, (or at a coffee shop or the grocery store) or looking at someone and 

being glad you're not them.  

 

Normal...AND wrong.  

 

We forget to look at people with Jesus' eyes. We often get so caught up in our own lives, 

what I need...I want...I've got to...and we forget.  We forget that God is the judge. We 

forget that our job is to be Christ's hands and feet on earth. We forget to be humble. We 

forget that it's not okay to push; we forget to give credit where credit is due; we forget.  

 

Judging comes all too easily for most of us, but it is a habit we can break. Through prayer 

and mutual support, we can learn to see others through Christ's eyes. We can do all things 

through Jesus, even learn to put others first. 

 

Don't take on that big job so someone will say thank you; take on that job because God's 

made you able to help. 

 

Don't look at a person and see the holes in his clothes or the dirt under his nails; look at 

that person and remember he's created in God's image, just like you. 

 

At the last supper, Jesus washed his disciples' feet, their road-dirt gritty-grimy-toenails-foul-

odored appendages. The Lord of Lords and King of Kings washed twenty-four gnarly feet, 

and He did it with love.  
 
If Jesus lowers Himself to wash feet and humbles Himself to die on the cross, we can surely 

learn to be a bit more humble too. As we learn humility, putting others before ourselves, 

lifting them up in the name of God, a strange yet sure thing happens; WE get lifted up. 

'Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.' James 4:10 

Conversation Starter:  

Who or what are you judging 

now?  What might Jesus be 

seeing in that person/

situation ? 

Prayer:  

Father God, Forgive us our 

pride. Help us to humble our-

selves, to be in your will. May 

our every action and word 

bring You glory. Amen. Amen. 



Humbel—It’s OK not to be purfekt. 

 Tuesday  March 17 
“Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my 
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you all 
who is the greatest.” – Luke 9:48  
 

Devotional:  

Being the least …Argh, I know something about feeling like that! I was born the last of my 

family, 15 years after my sister and cousins. I grew up hearing, “You can’t understand this, 

you’re too young”, “Don’t do this, you don’t know anything, you are going to break it”, 

“Please shut up, you can’t possibly say anything interesting, you’re too little,” .... Clearly, I 

was the least of them all.  I hated it.  

 

One day I opened a Bible and discovered Jesus’ life, and I was completely struck. I met 

the only Son of God, the creator of heaven and earth, who deliberately CHOSE to be the 

least of all in order to save humanity. He started his life as the least (I am not sure that all 

carpenter’s children were born in a barn, even by that time, and even the poorest of 

them), and he ended as the least, insulted and rejected by almost everyone. The most 

incredible thing is that through that humility and acceptance, God the Father was able to 

express His infinite power of forgiveness, restoration, and healing for ALL of humanity.  And 

forever. Wow! 

 

This great news completely changed my outlook on life and on my weaknesses. I realized 

that my true strength is in my dependency on God.  When I am weak, then my limitless, 

almighty Father can best express His power. And I LOVE IT. 

 

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

When were you a “least of 

these”? (new kid in school, just 

moved to Paris)  How did it feel 

when someone took the time 

to welcome you?  

Prayer:  

Thank you, God, for being 

strong when I am weak.  I pray 

that I, too, will welcome the 

“least of these” in your holy 

name.  Amen. 



March 18 Wed 

“Good and upright is the Lord; 
therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 
He guides the humble in what is right 
and teaches them his way.” – Psalm 25:8-9 
 
Devotional:   

This is one of those passages I find to be self-evident.  It seems like from a young age I was 

taught that God teaches us what is right, helping to lead the way.   This may be a prod-

uct of Christian culture which commonly refers to Jesus as “the way,” taking from John 

14:6.  While this may be so, there is more to this passage. 

 

In his book, “The word of God and the word of Man,” Karl Barth talks about the difference 

between God and man.  God is righteous and mankind is unrighteous. We can begin to 

listen to the righteousness of God by quieting ourselves, and hearing our conscience (p. 

23).  God is good and upright, and he instructs us in the way! That instruction comes from 

Jesus and from our conscience, in quiet prayer.  

 

Interestingly, it seems that we read this today and think of the humble and the sinners as 

different types of people.  However, consider this passage:  Mark 2:17- “Those who are 

well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the 

righteous but sinners.”   

 

Jesus came to care for those who struggle with righteousness, not those who consid-

er themselves righteous.  As such, the righteous are not humble, but those who see that 

they sin and know they are unrighteous, are humble.  The humble and sinners are alike in 

their need for God’s righteous guidance, sought in Christ’s example and in prayer to God 

the Father. 

Conversation Starter:  

1) Do you think you unright-

eousness is a good way to ex-

plain sin?  2) Is God ultimately 

righteous?  3) How do sinners 

seem humble?   

Prayer:  

God we know we are at fault 

in our unrighteousness and 

sin.  We know you are correct 

in your righteousness, and your 

path is the right path.  Help us 

to walk that way, confessing 

our sin, turning to Christ, and 

quieting our minds when we 

cannot hear your prayer for 

us.  Amen. 



Be like a kid :) 

 Thursday  March 19 
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it 
by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from 
wisdom.” – James 3:13    
 

Devotional:  

Ever tried to "make" yourself do a good deed? It's not always easy because the will is 

weak. The kind of wisdom the writer of James speaks of is a humble wisdom, knowing we 

are incapable of the "good life" God intended for us on our own. We are "wise and under-

standing" when we realize our journey is one solely focused on servitude to the one who 

saved us from sin in sending Jesus Christ to the cross. Thus, the writer continues, "the wis-

dom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submis-

sive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace 

reap a harvest of righteousness." Wisdom allows us to reap our blessed harvest of right-

eousness simply by being in a loving relationship with a Heavenly Father who wants noth-

ing more than for us to be in relationship with Him.  

 

 
 

Conversation Starter:  

What are you sowing?  What 

kind of fruit are you harvesting 

in your life? 

Prayer:  

Father, please give us wisdom 

and understanding.  In the 

Mighty Name of your humble 

son, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 



March 20 Friday 

“Humility is the fear of the Lord; its wages are 
riches and honor and life.” – Proverbs 22:4  
 
Devotional:   

Despite having read about the good qualities of humility in the children’s 

book, Charlotte’s Web, I spent my formative years confusing humility with humiliation and 

took appropriate steps to avoid it. When I became a young adult and pride caused me 

immense suffering, it was suggested that my lack of this very characteristic was my great-

est defect.  

 

Someone told me that to be humble is to be teachable. I found that appealing but still 

could not see how to move from a place of pride to a place of humility. That’s where the 

“fear of the LORD” comes in. Fearing God means to regard Him with reverence and awe.  

 

When I start the day contemplating the magnificence of the LORD, creator of all that is 

seen and unseen, as it was in the beginning, is now and shall be for evermore… it’s very 

hard to maintain the illusion that my concerns are of cosmic importance. This adjusting of 

perspective is a tonic to the soul. It reminds me anew of the miracle of God’s love and 

brings me closer to all others for whom He gave so much. 

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

On a scale of 1 (low) to 10 

(high), how humble are you?  

What will you do about it? 

Prayer:  

Creator Lord, Help me catch a 

glimpse of your magnificence.   

When You are big, indeed my 

problems become small.  And 

they are because You care for 

me.  Thank you.  Amen. 



“I do. I submit.” “I do. I submit.”   

 Saturday  March 21 
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the 
will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  
– Romans 12:2 
 

Devotional:  

Surely we know that God called us “according to His will and purpose”.  What does that 

mean?  Maybe, this means we aren’t supposed to act like everyone else in the world.  We 

are Christians and our behavior should show it.  Sounds easy enough, right? 

 

Not that easy.  Most people would agree not to murder or steal.  But what about God’s 

commandments like honor our parents or avoid speaking out of anger?  And what about 

God’s clear commandment not to worship any other gods above Him, not money, nor 

beauty, nor popularity.  Obedience gets harder. It is tough to stand up for God in a world 

that sometimes seems to teach us that we should put our faith in other things.   

 

Through this verse, God helped me understand his power and that He  does not ask me to 

do the impossible.  Instead, it is possible to act differently from everyone else (not to follow 

the crowd) and to change our thoughts and minds to be more like God’s. 

 

How can we do that?  We can ask Him to change our desires.  “Lord, I want to be more 

like how you want me to be, not how I want to be” or “God, I want you to take away my 

urge to say unkind things”.   We can also use His word and teachings to guide us to know 

what to do in difficult situations. 

 

I always have good intentions about wanting to change; it doesn’t always happen. 

“Knowing” and “saying” what God wants me to do is only part of the process.  Prayer for 

knowing how to change, paying close attention to the thoughts in our mind, and believ-

ing in His power can transform our intentions into action.   Real results!  That’s true transfor-

mation to be more of who we are in Christ.   

Conversation Starter:  

For what transformation are 

you praying?  How often?  

How are you keeping track of 

God’s answer and action in 

your life? 

Prayer:  

Dear God of perfect desires.  

Help me want what you want.  

And when I am dazzled by this 

world’s sparkles, help me de-

sire to want what you want. 

Amen. 



March 22 Sunday 

...With your God.” 



 Monday  March 23 
“I live in a high and holy place, 
    but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the lowly 
    and to revive the heart of the contrite.” – Isaiah 57:15 
 

Devotional:  

When Jesus was alive on earth, he healed the bodies of many people: he restored sight 

to people who were blind and hearing to people who were deaf, and he cured people 

who had been suffering from terrible diseases for many years.  He even brought life back 

into people who had died. 

 

The word “revive,” which is used twice in this Isaiah passage, actually comes from an old 

French word, revivre, and it means “to return to life.”  It is an amazing and wonderful thing 

that our God came and literally “returned to life” people like Lazarus and the daughter of 

Jairus.  But it is also amazing that God continues to bring life back to those who desper-

ately need it: those who have broken spirits, and broken hearts.  Our God can be with us 

in our lowest, most terrible moments, while remaining exalted and above all of creation.  

How great is our God, indeed, but also, how very near.  
 

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

Notice one great thing God 

has done for people and the 

world.  Notice one intimate 

thing God has done for you 

personally. 

Prayer:  

All mighty, all-powerful God, I 

am in awe of you.  You could 

choose to remain only in your 

holy dwelling place, but you 

choose to be with me, too, in 

my times of trouble.  Praise 

and thanks be to you, now 

and always.  Amen. 



March 24 Tuesday 

“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s tem-
ple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?”  
- 1 Corinthians 3:16 
 
Devotional:   

For a long time, I associated all verses that turned around the idea of the body as “God’s 

temple” exclusively with a long list of things I ought not to do and a generalized, depress-

ing sense of privation.  

 

In a recent conversation with a Jesuit priest, he challenged me to contemplate why God 

gave us bodies at all instead of making us entirely spirit, like angles. That’s when I began 

to realize that my very negative view of the question was unsound. I was putting far too 

much emphasis on what we should not do without taking into account the even more 

important calling of what we ought to do.  

 

If we take this verse literally, then we are literally the hands and feet of Christ in the world. 

What a mighty responsibility! How can we let a day go by without using our hands to 

reach out and touch and heal those in need of Christ’s love? 

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

To whom are you reaching out 

today?  Who at school, home, 

work, or at church might need 

a helping touch? 

Prayer:  

Lord Jesus, Comfort me that I 

may comfort others with the 

assurance that your healing is 

thorough and real.  Amen. 



God is even closer to me than you are. 

 Wednesday  March 25 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go.” – Joshua 1:9  
 

Devotional:  

Was Joshua ready to take on God's call to lead this infant nation in battle against estab-

lished, powerhouse empires? How to describe the task? Somewhere between daunting 

and terrifying!  Are you ready to step up to God's call to you? Surely there are a zillion 

logical reasons to say, "no."   

 

God does not call the able.  He equips the called. 

 

Of course He chooses us for a job knowing our skills and talents (and weaknesses).  None 

of those will make or break our performance.  Trust in God is THE determining factor.  Peri-

od. 

 

Has God called you to a task and you hesitate to serve Him.  "I'm not ready yet, Lord...."  Is 

your judgement better than God's?!  (Review the devotionals on humility!)  The Lord 

COMMANDS Joshua to be strong and courageous.  Did you read nice idea or sensible 

suggestion or optional opportunity?  My Bible reads,"Haven't I commanded you?  Be 

strong and courageous."  We can because God iis already there.  Obedience brings us 

into His presence. 

 

God enables the called.  He does the work.  We merely stay close to Him...which God 

even enables too. 

Conversation Starter:  

How big is your God?  To what 

work—little effort or big task—

has God called you?   

Is your god too small to care for 

you in his work?  What is your 

plan to know the One and Only 

courage-filling, strengthening 

God who goes before you 

through thick and thin? 

Prayer:  

Lord, help me to trust and 

obey.  I pray to step into the 

adventure-filled life that 

comes with following you.  Bye 

bye predictability and my pre-

tense at control (Lord, you 

know how I blow my top when 

things don’t go my way...).  

Hello power through submis-

sion to You.  Amen. 



March 26 Thursday 

“Where can I go from your Spirit? 
    Where can I flee from your presence? 
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
even there your hand will guide me, 
    your right hand will hold me fast.” – Psalm 139:7-10  
 
Devotional:  During this Lent season we are trying anticipate the victory of the light 

and life of Christ, yet sometimes we feel we are still in the darkness of sin.  Often we ask 

ourselves, Am I still saved? 

 

In our life with Christ, sometimes we still experience brokenness. Our heart does not under-

stand why we live in this loop of failures and this continuous guilt that prevents us from 

seeking Him, thinking we have to fix something in ourselves before we carry on living with 

Christ. 

 

Yet the scripture reminds us that from our brokenness, that of our present sin and our fu-

ture sin, it bombards us with the reality  of God's redeeming grace, reminding us that our 

past, present, and future sins have ALREADY been repaid  in full through Jesus blood.  We 

see God's timeless grace when we decide to follow Christ.  The psalmist is inviting us not to 

forget that there’s nowhere to go... 

 

It is going to be hard to escape His Presence,  Look at the sky...the heavens declare His 

glory! we look down, the gates of hell have knelt down before His feet,  Even in the waves 

of troubles in the sea of life, He holds your hand! 

 

From this text, the psalmist helps us when we are slowly dragging ourselves away from the 

One who has held our hands since the beginning when we decided to hold His. 

 

HE has never left us.  Maybe there are times when we have left Him, but He stayed with 

us. Maybe we got too busy, trying to fix ourselves again…when we just have to remember 

that He has done it already!  

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

How do you spend time in 

God’s presence? If you are in 

turmoil, will you stop and ac-

cept Jesus’ outstretched 

hand?  

Prayer:  

Father God.  You never leav-

ing me, even when I do not 

feel Your presence.  You 

sent Jesus to prove this.  

Thank you.  Amen. 



God sent me to serve you. 

 Friday  March 27 
“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with 
you forever- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” – John 14:15-17 
 

Devotional:  

As Christ is preparing his disciples for his terrestrial departure, He promises them and all 

future disciples – those who trust him in faith – that they will not be orphaned.  He tells us 

that the Spirit of Truth will be sent to us and will remain with us for eternity.  

 

 In the quiet beauty of a sunset, in a noisy MRI, in the first cry of a new born, in the final 

breath of an Aids patient, in the hungry eyes of too many children, in the fear of the illegal 

immigrant, in the excitement of passing an exam, in the expectation of landing a job,  in 

the loneliness of being far from loved ones, in the harmony of an orchestra, in the hustle 

and bustle of our city, we are assured of the presence of the Holy Spirit, our Advocate and 

Comforter.   

 

Conversation Starter:  

How will we invite the Holy Spir-

it to guide us on our spiritual 

journey as we follow Christ’s 

command to love one anoth-

er as He loved us?   

Prayer:  

Lord, let us trust you during this 

Lenten season and faithfully 

anticipate the ways that you 

will transform us as individuals 

and as a church in surprising, 

disconcerting, and blessed 

ways.  Amen. 



March 28 Saturday 

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 
   and provide for those who grieve in Zion.” – Isaiah 61:1-3  

 
Devotional:   

It is a truly marvelous thing that the King of Kings should come into this noisy, messy world 

to stand with us in all of our times of trial and joy.  His presence means comfort and 

strength, even when it seems like comfort and strength could not possibly be found.  We 

are amazed, and we are grateful, for the gift of God’s presence. 

 

How can we best honor this wondrous gift?  By accepting it!  When we accept the Spirit 

of the Lord, we are signing up not only for those God-boosts of comfort and strength 

when we need it most: we are signing up to be empowered by the Spirit of the One True 

God to help build His kingdom.  That means we’ve got to be on board for some earth-

shaking, rabble-rousing missions.  It means we’re in for adventure, but we might occasio-

nally be in for trouble, too; “proclaiming freedom to the captives” and releasing prisoners 

from darkness does not always make for friends in high places.  But it does mean that 

we’re accepting the gift of God’s Spirit, and all that that comes with it, with full and ready 

hearts. 

Conversation Starter:  

What would it look like in my life 

to work towards God’s kingdom 

on earth?  How is God’s Spirit 

calling me to participate in His 

work?  What am I doing (or 

should be doing) to find out? 

Prayer:  

All mighty God, send your Spirit 

upon me.  Take me, mold me, 

use me towards the building of 

your kingdom on earth, the 

kingdom you sent Christ to 

proclaim.  In your Son’s name, 

Amen.  



March 29 Sunday 

...With your God.”  Holy Week 



March 30 Monday 

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God with us’)”.  
– Matthew 1:23  
 
Devotional:   
 

This verse is the foundation on which Christians lay their belief and faith.  As Christians, we 

are united and called so because of Christ our Saviour and Redeemer. I, for one, worship 

in a congregation full of people of different backgrounds. However, we are in fellowship 

due to the fact that we have been brought together in one accord by Christ- Our GOD. 

 

I believe in one GOD. Our GOD is a jealous God who would not allow any other god to 

be praised and worshipped but Him. Yet, we worship JESUS CHRIST who supposedly is the 

son of God. According to my belief, this leads us the scripture saying that IMMA-

NUEL means GOD WITH US. God decided to come to this earth through a virgin. He made 

himself FLESH so that we may follow his suit and live as Jesus did. Had Jesus not come to 

this earth, spiritual life would have been difficult to live for we would not have a good 

example and figurehead to look to. 

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

Why is it important that God 

came to earth as Jesus?  What 

would be different about our 

faith if God had never come 

to live in this world?  

Prayer:  

Triune God, we worship you 

as Father, Son, and Holy Spi-

rit.  Thank you for being our 

Immanuel, “God with us.”  

Amen. 



Woof Woof! 

 Tuesday  March 31 
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will 
snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Fa-
ther’s hand. I and the Father are one.” – John 10:27-30 
 

Devotional:  

One activity we have done at youth group is called the “Sheep Calling” game.  Everyone 

in the youth group is matched up with a partner.  One person is the shepherd and the 

other the sheep.  The shepherd has to simply say the word “sheep” over and over again 

and their sheep must find them.  Sounds easy, right?  The challenge happens when the 

sheep are blindfolded, all huddled together in a huge crowd and we play loud music in 

the background.   

 

Two factors always help the wining team:  The first is how familiar the “sheep” student is 

with their “shepherd” partner.  If they know their voice well, it is easier to hear it amongst 

the other voices.  The other factor is how well the sheep student can drown out the other 

distractions and noises and allow the voice of their partner to guide and direct them to 

the home base. 

 

Jesus is our Good Shepherd and always calls us to follow him to a place of light and 

life.  We can feel protected, loved, and “at home” when we follow the voice of 

God.  Even in the midst of trouble or danger, God will hold onto us…not matter what.  If a 

sheep slipped and was hanging off a cliff in great peril, the firm arm of the shepherd 

would grab the sheep and hold on tightly, raising up the sheep into safety. No one, or 

anything we can do, can cause us to slip out of the loving arms of God.  This is indeed 

good news! 

 

Conversation Starter:  

This season of Lent, what do 

you need to do to better hear 

the voice of Jesus calling you?  

Prayer:  

Jesus, our Shepherd, we thank 

you for the gift of life you give 

and that no matter what we 

may go through in life, you are 

always there for us, holding us 

firmly in your loving hands. 

Amen. 



April 1 Wednesday 

“For where two or three gather in my name, there 
am I with them.” – Matthew 18:20  
 
Devotional:   
 

We spent last summer touring northern Spain, visiting a cathedral per day.  In these vast 

and ornately decorated places of worship I sense God’s grandeur.    A feeling like, “Wow.  

This is a place fit for a king.” 

 

Yet the grandiose transformation in spiritual journey happens through relationships, often 

just with one other person.  We sit together, hold hands, and bow our heads in prayer 

thanking Jesus for His presence with us as we bare our souls to Him.  It’s in this intimacy 

with a trusted friend that I allow my wounds to be exposed so that Jesus can apply His 

salve of love and wholeness. 

 

In a cathedral, I would feel naked and vulnerable.  With one or two when we have in-

voked Jesus to be with us, I still struggle with weakness.  Yet more than that, I bask in ac-

ceptance and grow in commitment.  “In Christ there is no condemnation...Go and sin no 

more.” 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

Will you schedule a time with a 

friend in Christ to be together 

with Jesus?  How do you want 

to spend this precious time:  in 

worship, in prayer, in confes-

sion, in listening...? 

Prayer:  

Lord Christ, Thank you for liv-

ing in cathedrals and for be-

ing present in a café when 

two or more of us gather.  

Keep us from worldly distrac-

tions and may those times 

together be dedicated to 

growing in intimacy with 

you.  In Jesus’ name we 

pray.  Amen. 



The Three of us, Mommy, me, + Jesus. 

 Thursday  April 2 
“ While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, say-
ing, ‘Take it; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank from 
it.  ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many,’ he said to them. ‘Truly I tell you, I will not drink again 
from the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.” – Mark 14:22-24  
 

Devotional:  

For Jesus’ disciples, life happened around the table. It was a place of hospitality and fel-

lowship, and a place of radical welcome. It was a symbol of Jesus’ wide embrace and 

inclusivity. Every time we share this meal together we participate in Christ and have the 

opportunity to share hospitality, fellowship and radical welcome with one another. 

 

The new covenant, sealed in Christ’s blood, was poured out that each of us might be 

invited to the Table. With His forgiveness, we have been given the opportunity to dine with 

Christ. Why would we decline? We don’t have to R.S.V.P; we don’t need to wear our best 

clothes; we don’t have to get ourselves completely “right” before coming. It doesn’t mat-

ter who we are, or from where we come. As we say each week at worship, “You are wel-

come at this table with but a mustard see of faith in Jesus. You are welcome here, without 

exception.” 

 

This Lenten Season, may we remember that each and every one of us has been wel-

comed by the one who was poured out for many. He wishes to receive us, to host us, and 

to have relationship with us, no matter what. When we accept this invitation and when 

we extend the invitation to others, we reflect his loving-kindness and his very life.  

 

Conversation Starter:  

Have you received the 

invitation for relationship with 

Christ?  If not, for what are you 

waiting? 

Prayer:  

Lord.  Thank you.  Thank you 

for desiring to have a 

relationship with me, for 

making it possible, for 

reaching out and embracing 

me.  Always.  Amen. 



April 3 Friday 

“With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the tem-
ple was torn in two from top to bottom.  And when the centuri-
on, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, 
‘Surely this man was the Son of God!” – Mark 15:37-39  
 
Devotional:   
 

Even in the darkest hours of Christ’s suffering on the cross and our own earthly sins and 

sorrows, when it seems that all hope has been lost, we are reminded that our gracious 

God does not forsake us. For God sacrificed his own Son, so that our sins were forgiven 

and we may live in the everlasting light, so that all are welcome into the Kingdom of God, 

even the mere Roman outsider who had stood and witnessed the death of Christ. 

 

In Mark 15:37-39, the tearing of the curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most 

Holy Place, happened right after the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Christ had indeed 

entered heaven itself for us, so that we too may now enter God’s very presence.  

 

In preparation for the sacrament of my baptism, my godparents had suggested that I 

reflect upon the passage from Romans 6:3-6. As Paul wrote,“Or don’t you know that all of 

us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore 

buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  

 

Dead to sin, alive in Christ! How apt! Death is an obstacle that our Lord Jesus Christ has 

overcome for us. Pastor Scott once mentioned that baptism is death by drowning, we are 

leaving behind our old self and embracing new life.  

 

 

 

Conversation Starter:  

Jesus died so that we could 

have new life, both in this 

world, and in the world to 

come.  What habits might we 

wish to leave behind in our old 

lives?  

Prayer:  

Thank you, God, for not los-

ing faith in me, for the gift of 

new life in Your son Jesus 

Christ, and for the symbol of 

rebirth and renewal that we 

have in the waters of bap-

tism. Amen. 



I am.  Here.  For you. 

 Saturday  April 4 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him.”  
– John 3:16-17 
 

Devotional:  

Jesus tells us, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him.”  

 

Luther calls this “the Gospel in a nutshell.” God’s love for the world was the motivation to 

give what is most precious. The gift of “his only Son” is for a clear purpose: life, eternal life!  

 

The Good News is not about condemnation, but salvation. May we receive God’s gift of 

Jesus to us through faith, and share God’s love by “doing justice, loving kindness, and 

walking humbly with our God!  

  

Conversation Starter:  

Lent is a season of preparation 

for the coming of Easter. Have 

you discovered, or reflected 

upon, anything over the last 

forty days that will help you to 

more fully celebrate the joy of 

the resurrection?  

Prayer:  

God, thank you for the season 

of Lent, for this time of reflec-

tion and preparation.  Let us 

now prepare our hearts for 

Easter, for the celebration of 

the resurrection of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, and his victory 

over death.  In your Son’s 

name we pray, Amen. 



April 5            Easter Sunday



  Easter Sunday 



Thank You 
to 

our contributors  
 

for your gift of time, insight,  
love of God and love of neighbor. 

 
“The LORD bless you and keep you; 

The LORD make His face shine upon you  
and be gracious to you; 

The LORD turn His face towards you 
and give you peace.” 
Numbers 6:24-26 
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